US ‘Committed’ to Doha Deal: EU Trade Commissioner
The US is determined to work towards a successful conclusion of the WTO’s Doha Round of trade talks, EU Trade Commissioner Catherine Ashton said during a trip to Washington earlier this week. Further she said that trade is the engine of global growth. A multilateral trade deal would add US$220 billion to the global economy at no added cost to the troubled taxpayers. It is in the interest of everyone if the Doha Round concluded successfully. Ashton asserted that the EU and the US’s goals in the round are aligned, since they both want gains from market access and strive to avoid protectionism.
Many WTO delegates have recently blamed the US for the slow pace of the Doha negotiations. Other issues – healthcare, Afghanistan, climate change – top Washington’s agenda, the delegates say, and trade has been shoved aside, with important consequences for the Doha talks. After nearly eight years, the Doha Round is already the longest running round of multilateral trade negotiations in history.
Delhi Conference Can Be a Progressive Agenda in a Climate Deal
Climate change technology plays an essential role in reducing emissions of greenhouse gases and in addressing the effects of climate change. Increasing developing countries’ access to that technology has been at the heart of global climate change negotiations. However discussions on technology transfer, as on other key issues such as mitigation commitments and finance, have witnessed wide disagreements, particularly between developed and developing countries.
In this context, the recent High-Level Conference ‘Climate Change: Technology Development and Transfer’, held in New Delhi on 22 and 23 October, achieved some progress in identifying elements of a possible technology transfer package to be part of a wider global climate deal. The officials’ aim is to reach agreement on tech transfer in time for the major meeting of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) that will be held in Copenhagen in December. The Delhi gathering was attended by officials from 58 countries and nearly 30 ministers and vice-ministers of environment.

The conference was preceded by controversy in India about possible changes in India’s position in the negotiations. Media reports had disclosed a letter by the Indian Minister for Environment Jairam Ramesh to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh suggesting a deviation from the 1997 Kyoto Protocol on climate change, which puts the burden of cutting greenhouse gas emissions primarily on developed countries’ shoulders. 
Prime Minister Singh made a forceful statement reaffirming the well known Indian position. "Developing countries cannot and will not compromise on development," Singh told the conference. However, as “responsible members of the global community we also do recognise that we, along with other members of the global community, must do our bit to keep our emissions footprint within levels that are sustainable and equitable,” further he added.

He recalled that India’s per capita consumption of primary energy was less than one-fourth of the world average and that its per capita emission of CO2 was among the lowest in the world. “Equating GHG emissions across nations on a per capita basis is the only just and fair basis for a long-term global arrangement on climate change which is truly equitable,” he said.
The Delhi statement on Global Cooperation on Climate Technology, which was adopted by the conference, reflected converging views on some key elements of a possible technology transfer package for Copenhagen: enhanced technological cooperation, including joint research and development of new technologies and products; the possibility of creating a new network of technology centres; the need for periodic assessment, evaluation and expert guidance on new and emerging technologies; the key role of technology financing, in particular public financing; and finally, the critical need to improve access to and deployment of technologies to enable countries to adapt to the effects of climate change.
China’s Role in Global Trade and Economic Governance

China – the world’s fastest-growing major economy – has recently emerged as a major player in global economic governance, and not without some controversy. The China’s economy now the 4th biggest in the world after EU, US and Japan which is expected to grow by 8 % this year, whereas the economy of US continues to shrink through the second quarter of this year. 
Discussions at the ‘Bridges China Dialogue’ held on 26 and 27 October in Geneva ran the gamut from climate change and eco-tourism to investment and currency valuation to protectionism and the WTO’s Doha Round of world trade talks. The meeting brought together a mix of government officials, academics, and private sector leaders, who debated and delved into technical discussions at the two-day meeting.
The China recently surpassed the United States to become the world’s second largest exporter after Germany and some experts predict that it may supersede Germany in exports of goods and services after the final numbers for 2009 are tallied. But the China is importing too and Chinese demand for goods from abroad is having significant impacts on other regions of the world especially on the African economies. 

In Africa and beyond, China is looking to boost its cross-border commerce with the world’s poorest nations. One fifth of all goods exported by least developed countries end up in China, said Chinese WTO ambassador Sun Zhenyu. That trade relationship should continue to grow as Beijing expands duty-free and quota-free access to goods from LDCs, Sun added.
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